Below is a list of topics covered in 
Current Events this year. The issue 
number is listed after the topic. 


MAIN NEWS (pages 1-3) 

e AIDS, global epidemic, 11 

¢ blackout 2003, 2 

« cheating, students, 15 

* crime rates, girls, 1 

¢ Dalai Lama, U.S. visit, 5 

* death penalty, juveniles, 22 

* doping, athletes, 13 

* dowries, India, 14 

° election 2004, Bush and Kerry, 23 

« election 2004, primaries, 16 

* India and Pakistan, relations, 19 

* Iraq, insurgent violence, 25 

* Iraq, rebuilding efforts, 3 

* mad cow disease, 18 

e Mars exploration, 17 

* Middle East conflict, Israel, 24 

* music piracy, 6 

° North Korea, nuclear weapons, 9 

* obesity, global, 4 

* orangutans, endangered, 21 

¢ Patriot Act, 7 

e Schwarzenegger, Arnold, 
California governor's race, 10 

* street children, 20 

* whaling, Iceland, 8 

¢ wildfires, California, 12 


SPECIAL REPORTS 

* celebrity activism, 16 

* Central High integration, play, 18 
¢ Eyewitness to History Contest, 25 
* GEO Challenge, the Americas, 12 
* Iraq, looting, 1 

* Middle East, teen letters, 8 

« North Korea, refugees, 4 

* terrorism, Q & As, 21 

¢ World Press Photo Contest, 23 


TIME TRIP/SIBDE TRIP (page 2) 
° Al Qaeda, 7 

* blackouts (1965 and 1977), 2 

* capital punishment, 22 

* Chicago fire (1871), 12 

* competitive eating, 4 

¢ Dalai Lama, biography, 5 

* doping, 13 

* Endangered Species Act, 21 

* Hinduism, 14 

* HIV, origins, 11 

e human mad cow disease, 18 

* India and Pakistan, partition, 19 
* Israel, creation, 24 


* juvenile law, 1 

* Makah whaling, 8 

* nuclear bomb, Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, 9 

* orphan trains, 20 

* plagiarism, 15 

* political symbols: donkey, 
elephant, 16 

* Reagan, Ronald, biography, 10 

* recording industry, 6 

» Saddam Hussein, biography, 3 

° third parties, 23 

¢ Vietnam War, 25 

* War of the Worlds, The, 17 


QUEST (page 2) 
1: Bonnie Parker 

: Three Gorges Dam 

: Harun al Rashid 

: William Howard Taft 

: Potala Palace 

: Buddy Holly 

: James Madison 

: Herman Melville 

9: Trinity Site 

10: Joshua Tree National Park 
11: Francis Bellamy 
12: Sears Tower 
13: Zeus 
14: Shah Jahan 
15: Cardiff Giant 
16: Federal Hall in New York City 
17: Olympus Mons 
18: Hamburg 
19: K2 
20: Belize 
21: Petronas Towers 
22: Thurgood Marshall 
23: Ruth Cleveland 
For QUEST 24 and 25 answers, 
visit www.weeklyreader.com/ce. 


NEWS DEBATES (page 3) 

* Abercrombie & Fitch hiring 
policy, 3 

* all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), 
safety, 1 

¢ Amish reality TV show, 23 

* bathroom policy, 22 

* beaver trapping, 14 

* boy bashing, 25 

* cameras in classrooms, 2 

* Confederate flag, 21 

* DREAM Act (immigration), 16 

* dress code, 7 

* driving laws for teens, 20 

* human growth hormone treatment, 5 


* library rights, 13 

* life support, 12 

* lip synching, 24 

* obesity report cards, 8 

* paintball guns, 19 

* Pledge of Allegiance, 11 

* punishment, jail for students, 17 
* punishment, parents in school, 4 
e Saddam Hussein, trial, 15 

* school drug tests, 9 

* school start times, 6 

* Siegfried & Roy, animal rights, 10 
¢ US-VISIT (fingerprinting), 18 


NEWS CARTOONS (page 4) 
* AIDS, 11 
* California recall election, 10 
* doping, 13 
* election 2004, 10, 16, 20, 23 
e homeland security, 7, 18, 21 
*lraq, 1, 3, 5, 25 
* Lynch, Jessica, 14 
e Mars, 17, 19 
* music piracy, 6 
* obesity, 8 
* power grid, 2 
* television, 22 
> Ten Commandments 
and U.S. Constitution, 4 
e wildfires, 12 


MAPS AND GRAPHS (page 4) 
* AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa, map, 11 
* all-terrain vehicle (ATV) injuries, 1 
> best-selling children’s books, 13 

¢ California wildfires, map, 12 

* Central America, map, 20 

* homeland safety, public opinion, 7 
* illegal immigration, map, 16 

* India, map, 19 

* Iraq flashpoints, map, 25 

* lraq, map, 3, 15 

* Israel, map, 24 

* juvenile death penalty, map, 22 

* music, popular, 6 

* obesity rates, kids, 4 

* orangutans in Indonesia, map, 21 
* power grids, map, 2 

¢ reality TV shows, 23 

* religions in India, map, 14 

* school violence, 17 

¢ Southeast Asia, map, 5 

¢ student drug use, 9 

* tigers as pets, 10 

* visitors to United States, 18 

¢ whale hunting, 8 

¢ wildfires, California, map, 12 





WORDS IN THE NEWS 

(Teacher's Guide, page 2) 

* ACLU (American Civil Liberties 
Union), 7 

* affirmative action, 25 

e Animal Welfare Act, 10 

* attorney general, 7 

¢ Cape Canaveral Air Force 
Station, 17 
Capitalist, 13 

¢ Census Bureau, U.S., 16 

« Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, 8 
Civil War (U.S.), 21 
cold war, 13 

* communist, 13 

¢ Constitution, U.S., 21 
copyright law, 6 
Department of Energy, 2 
dharma, 14 

* DHS (Department of Homeland 
Security), 18 

* DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid), 11 
Eighth Amendment, 22 
electoral votes, 23 
FCC (Federal Communications 
Commission), 22 
FDA (Food and Drug 
Administration), 5 

* federal disaster areas, 12 

° First Amendment, 4 

¢ Fourth Amendment, 9 

¢ Gandhi, Mohandas, 19 

* genocide, 5 

¢ Great Depression, 20 

¢ Hindus, 19 

° Hitler, Adolf, 24 

* Iran-Iraq War, 15 

¢ Jinnah, Mohammad Ali, 19 

* juvenile, 1 

° karma, 14 

* Korean War, 4 

* Kurds, 15 

> Latin America, 20 

* League of Nations, 24 

* Marine Mammal Protection Act, 8 

« Muslims, 19 
NASA (National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration), 17 

¢ National Guard, 2 

e Persian Gulf War, 1 

* PETA (People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals), 14 

* primaries and caucuses, 16 

* RIAA (Recording Industry 
Association of America), 6 

« Roosevelt, Theodore, 23 


¢ Screen Actors Guild, 10 
° separation of church and state, 11 
* Shiites, 25 
* Skull and Bones, 23 
State Department, U.S., 3 
» Sunni, 25 
UNICEF, 20 
United Nations, 3 
USDA (U.S. Department of 
Agriculture), 18 
vegetative state, 12 
Vietnam War, 16 
World Health Organization 
(WHO), 11 
World War Il, 9 
World Wildlife Fund, 21 


SKILLS BUILDERS 
(Teacher's Guide, page 3) 
Civics Skills 
Amendment Challenge, 7 
Case of Gerry Gault, The, 1 
Citizenship Challenge, 16 


Comprehension Skills 
lraq Headline Scramble, 3 


Critical Thinking 
Jumping to Conclusions 
(analyzing a photo), 11 


Discussion Web 
death penalty, juvenile, 22 


Graph Skills 

> electricity consumption, 
top ten countries, 2 

* religions, major world, 24 


Interviewing Skills 
* Unlocking History’s Mysteries, 9 


Language Skills 
“Where Is the Love,” 6 


Map Skills 
Civil War (U.S.) map, 21 
Middle East map, 24 
Where in the World?, 8, 19 


News Quiz, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25 


Primary Sources 
Central High School, 
integration,18 
Chicago fire, (1871), 12 


Venn Diagram 
Earth and Mars, 17 
North and South Korea, 4 


Writing Skills 
Giving Bias the Boot, 23 
* Letters to the Editor, 13 


Attention Teachers 


Current Events is planning a Special 
Report on race in America, and we 
want to hear from your students! 


Have your students write to us and 
tell us what role race plays in their 
lives. (See issue 24, page 4, for 
sample questions.) We'll personally 
interview some students who 
respond, and Current Events will 
feature them in a Special Report 
during the 2004-2005 school year. 
Students can also submit in original 
artwork that expresses their feelings 
about race. Responses should be 
e-mailed to edce@weeklyreader.com 
or mailed to: Current Events/Racé in 
America, Weekly Reader Corporation, 
200 First Stamford Place, P.O. Box 
120023, Stamford, CT 06912-0023. 
Don’t forget to include contact 
information. Thanks! 
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